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Abstract : 
Preschool is a period that basic developmental and pedagogical needs have been supplied until primary school. In this process, 
the most basic requirements, which should be addressed, are affection and care. In preschool period, firstly children should be 
loved and motivated in order to enable successful education. Especially educators, who study with preschool children, should 
love children so as to be patient, have contact, set a bridge between children and have good relationships with them. In this study, 
we aimed to investigate the aptitude of preschool teachers’ liking of children that has great importance on children’s basic 
learning and every developmental field. The Study group consisted of 150 preschool teachers, who are working in state schools 
in Antalya. As a measuring instrument, Barnett liking of children scale. According to the findings of this study, as to age it was 
determined that teachers who are between 37 and over age group have the highest level of liking of children. As to marital status, 
it is determined that married teachers have the highest liking of children scores; single teachers have the lowest level of liking of 
children. 
1. Introduction 
The most effective occupational area in a country’s progress, development, individuals’ preparation to 
social life, transferring culture and values of society to next generations, and raising qualified human power is 
teaching. In every society, the most important job in educating individuals falls on the shoulders of teachers. In 
that sense, teaching, besides undoubtedly being an occupation that is widely inclusive, it has an important role of 
raising people from every occupational group (Çermik et al., 2010). From teachers that take an important duty 
upon themselves for the development of societies, it is expected firstly to become individuals who can understand 
the change and development, interpret, and internalize the quality in education (Kavcar, 1999). In lots of 
researches, it is emphasized that as well as using their cognitive skills for teachers to practice a quality education, 
they need to like working with children (Lasley, 1980; Veenman, 1984; Marso and Pigge, 1994, Downing et al., 
2000). Teachers’ liking working with children will insure a higher level of motivation in learning environments. In 
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such environments, which have higher level of motivation, children will have the chance of fondly and 
entertainingly learning.  
Pre-school education, especially, is a critical educational step in terms of children’s learning potential’s 
development. Pre-school years provide an opportunity of building the foundations of a healthy personality 
development and preparation to social life while providing child to gain information, skills and values which are 
necessary for child’s next educational step. Therefore, individual features as well as professional performance of 
teachers, who especially are working in pre-school education, are important for children to acquire information, 
skills, values and behaviors. It is one of the top features of teacher to like the child, who is just in the maturation 
and development phase (Gelbal & Duyan, 2010). Liking of children helps to meet the needs and interests of them 
in the classroom, to have effective classroom management, and to create a joyful and entertaining learning 
environment. 
The main purpose of this research is to investigate pre-school teachers’ towards of liking of children. 
Having this main purpose in mind, in the research, variables like teachers’ term of office, the state of whether they 
have child(ren), and age have been analyzed in terms of whether these create difference in teachers’ towards of 
liking children. 
2. Medhod 
2.1. Study Group 
The research is in general scanning model and it is practiced by using quantitative research technique.  
Study group is the teachers, who are working in state schools in Antalya, Turkey, in the educational year of 2011-
2012. Among the total 449 teachers (MEB, 2012), who are working in the city centre, the data has been collected 
voluntarily from 210 teachers. However, only 150 teachers’ forms have been included by keeping the ones that 
have missing demographical information out of evaluation. 
2.2. Data Collection and Analysis 
As data collection tools, personal information form, which has been prepared with respect to the aim of 
research by researcher, and Barnett’s Liking of Children Scale (BLOCS) have been used. Personal information 
form: It includes questions about teachers’ some socio-demographic features like age, term of office, gender, and 
the state of having children.  
Barnett’s Liking of Children Scale (BLOCS): Scale’s, which was developed by Barnett and Sinisi (1990) 
with the aim of measuring the attitudes of people for children, reliability and validity study for Turkey has been 
done by Duyan and Gelbal (2008). Scale has been made of 14 items and it is asked from individuals to state their 
opinions by choosing one of seven degrees which range from “Totally agree” to “Totally disagree”. Scale’s test-
retest reliability score is 0.854 and Cornbrash’s alpha is 0.92. Getting higher points from the scale means higher 
level of towards of liking of children, and low points mean lower level of tendency of liking of children.   
In the analysis of research data, parametrical and non-parametrical statistical techniques have been used 
with respect to the structures of variables and features of data. Points gained from the liking of children scale are 
continuous variables and have been dealt as dependent variable of the research. Teachers’ demographical features 
have been constituted the independent variable of the research. The means of points gained from the liking of 
children scale with respect to demographical features of teachers have been compared. In the comparison, when 
there are two categories of independent variable, the “t” test; when there are more than two categories the “F” test 
have been used. When the significant difference has been found in the “F” test, “TUKEY-b” test has been used for 
dichotomous comparisons. 
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3. Results 
Findings of the research has been analyzed in two sections as teacher demographical features and towards 
of liking of children with respect to the demographical variables. 100% of teachers, who joined research, are 
women. 67,7% of teachers are married, 29,3% of them are single. 24% of teachers are between 25 and  30 years 
old, 55,3% of them between 31and 36 years old and 20,7% of them are 37 years old and over. 52,7% of teachers 
have children, and 47,3% of them have not got any child. 
Research findings about pre-school teachers' state of liking of children with respect to the socio-
demographic variables such as age, marital status and the state of having children, have been given in Table 1. 
Table 1. Pre-school Teachers' State of Liking of Children with Respect to Their Demographical Features 
 
Study Groups Liking of Children Score 
N Means (X) Std. Deviation (SS) Statistics 
Age 




Between 31-36 ages 83 70,03 6,69 
37 age and over 36 77,13 5,797 
Total 150   
Marital Status 
Married 105 73,44 5,46  
t=6,975** Single 45 66,04 6,99 
Total 150   
Status of having children 
Yes  79 72,53 6,82  
t=2,507* No  71 69,77 6,61 
Total 150 72,53 6,82 
 
     When Table 1 is analyzed and looked at teachers'  liking of children according to their age, it is 
determined that towards of liking of children points have been differed (F=23,214; p<0,001). It has been seen that 
teachers in the age group of 37 and over (n=36; X=77,13) has the highest points, and this is followed, respectively, 
by teachers in the age groups of 31-36 (n=83; X=70,03), and 25-30 (n=31; X=69,10). It has been seen that the 
lowest points gained by teachers’ liking of children is in the age group of 25-30 (n=31; X=69,10). As a result of 
multiple comparisons between 37 and over age group and 25-30 and 31-36 age groups with the aim of deciding 
between which groups this difference is, it has been seen there is a significant level of difference between points of 
liking of children in favour of 37 and over age group (p<0,001). 
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When looked at marital status, it has been decided that there is a (significant) difference (t=6,975; p<0,001) 
in terms of liking of children status with respect to marital status of teachers. It has been determined that married 
teachers' liking of children points are higher as to the singles (n=105; X=73,44). When looked at the status of 
having child(ren), it has been stated that there is a (significant) difference (t=2,507; p<0,05) in terms of liking of 
children status of teachers who have child(ren) (n=79; X=72,53) and teachers who have not (n=45; X=66,04) in 
favour of the teachers with child(ren). 
 
4. Discussion 
It can be said when the age increases, teachers' towards liking of children status increases, as well, with 
respect to the findings obtained from the research. It has been decided that the towards of liking of children is 
differed with respect to the age status of pre-school teachers included into the research. It has been seen that liking 
of children points of 37 and over age group teachers, who are developmentally in middle age period, are higher as 
to other age groups, who are in the young adolescence period. In their work, in which they investigated towards of 
liking of children of primary school teachers, Gelbal and Duyan (2010) decided age is a variable that effects the 
tendency of liking of children, and the towards  of liking of children of teachers in middle age period is higher than 
the teachers in young adolescence period. These results support the findings of this research. In the natural process 
of life, the experiences, which are gained increase when the age grows. These gained experiences change 
individuals' points of views to events and situations. Individuals in middle age period may have been realized 
expectations of performancing developmental tasks like job, partner, reproduction, getting organized together in 
the entertainment fields, and providing sufficient development opportunities to next generations as to individuals 
in young adolescence period. Thus, they may have much tolerance against other people, events and situations. As a 
result, as Gelbal and Duyan (2010) stated, tendency of liking of children of teachers in middle age period is being 
high as to teachers in young adolescence period, has shown consistency in terms of developmental point of view. 
 
It has been determined that towards liking of children points of married teachers, in terms of marital status, 
are higher than points of single teachers. As it has been understood from the feature of sample, all of the teachers 
joined the study are women, and 52,7% of them are mothers. Therefore, mothers may have a warmer and tender 
point of view to children. A mother who has (a) child(ren) naturally enjoys spending her time with children, and 
she can generalize this feeling to all children. Because they have children, these teachers may approach much 
sympathetically, emotionally and emphatetically to their students. As a result having a child can be a decisive 
factor about liking of children. 
 
Consequently, teacher is one of the key elements of any quality and successful education. On the basis of 
information, skills and values that teacher has, liking of children has an important and very special place. It might 
be suitable for individuals', who are performing teaching, positive features to be supported and developed, to be 
encouraged to play the games with children to understand children's worlds  or daily events.  
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